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you know football is on the cusp  
of something special when Baddiel  
and Skinner’s classic ’96 anthem,  
Three Lions, is rewritten for the 
England team heading to the Women’s 
World Cup this week. With the 
tournament starting on Friday in 
Paris, expectation levels for England 
are at an all-time high. 

The Lionesses – the nickname 
given to Phil Neville’s side – are 
among the favourites to win the 
competition, putting all eyes on 
their opening game against their 
oldest rivals, Scotland, in Nice  

on Sunday. This is the first time  
that Scotland’s women’s team have 

qualified for the World Cup, something  
the men have failed to do since 1998.  
After Scotland, England will play  
Argentina and then Japan. 

I travelled to meet midfielder Jill Scott, 
forward Beth Mead and goalkeeper Carly 
Telford at their respective Women’s Super 
League clubs around the country, to see 
how they’re coping with the pressure –  
and found they couldn’t be more eager  
to get on the pitch. 

‘We couldn’t have asked for a better 
opening game, it’s going to be fierce,’ says 

As the 2019 Women’s 
World Cup kicks off in 

France this week, sports 
writer Claire Bloomfield sits 

down with three England 
players vying for a place  
in the starting line-up…

M O R E  M O N E Y ,  W E  J U S T 

W E ’ R E  N O T  A S K I N G  F O R 

W A N T  T O  B E  T R E A T E D  

W I T H  M O R E  R E S P E C T

F E AT U R E G R A Z I A

49

Arsenal forward Beth 
Mead and Chelsea 
goalkeeper Carly 
Telford (far left) will 
be key players in the 
England squad at the 
Women’s World Cup
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World Cup on the back of winning the 
league title here,’ she says. ‘We can go  
into the tournament and say, “We’re the 
champions of England right now,” and 
that’s a big confidence boost.’

England are third in FIFA’s World 
Rankings; that won’t stop reigning 
champions USA arguing they have the best 
squad in France. But retaining their crown 
will be a tougher challenge than ever before. 
‘Once we could rule out some nations 
straight away and say that’s three points  
for us, but now things are changing,’ says 
Newcastle-born Telford. ‘Every nation  
has invested heavily in their women’s  
teams. There will be shocks and there  
will be upsets and I think that’s what  

nutritional support she receives now. 
Mead previously worked behind the  

bar in a pub while playing part-time for 
Sunderland. Now, despite still being 
relatively new to the senior England fold, 
she’s netted five goals in just 13 appearances 
for the Lionesses. ‘Getting a World Cup 
call-up is the best thing that has ever 
happened to me in football,’ she says.

Meanwhile, Telford is looking forward  
to her third World Cup, but remembers  
the disappointment of being an unused 
substitute in Canada in 2015 all too  
well. ‘I’m very lucky to be part of a special  
group of players. I’ve been left out of 
tournaments before and I’ve hated  
sitting at home and watching – it was  

the worst feeling ever,’ she says.
She wants to honour the memory of 

her mother, Yvonne, who died after a 
battle with cancer last year. ‘My mum 
was the first person I called every time  
I was selected for a World Cup. I always 
write her name on my wrist and I kiss it 
and look up to the sky before kick-off.  
I know she’s always watching over me.’

Telford will be drawing, too, on  
the support of her team-mates. The 
camaraderie within the Lionesses’ camp 
has been likened to that generated by 
men’s manager Gareth Southgate last 
summer, when England’s men reached 
the semi-finals at the World Cup in 
Russia. It’s a vital ingredient for a side 
looking to finish on top of the podium.

‘I’ve been in the England set-up for 
almost 13 years and I’ve made some great 
friends,’ says Scott. ‘I’ve known Carly 
[Telford] since the age of 14 and, cheesy as 

Scott, 32. ‘I’ll also be playing against some 
of my Manchester City team-mates – but 
we all know that, once we step on to that 
pitch, those friendships go out of the 
window for 90 minutes,’ she laughs.

‘There will be 35,000 people singing  
your national anthem alongside you, plus  
a travelling army of supporters all wearing 
kilts and singing as loud as they can,’ says 
31-year old Telford, at Chelsea’s training 
base in Surrey. 

World Cup debutante Mead is clearing 
out her locker for the summer when I arrive 
at Arsenal’s London Colney training base. 
The 24-year-old has a notable spring in her 
step, having just won the FA Women’s Super 
League title with the club – earning her a 
place in manager Neville’s 23-player squad 
just nine months after making her first 
senior start for England. 

‘Me and Leah Williamson (Arsenal and 
England defender) are going into this 

will make this tournament so brilliant.’
Scott is heading into her fourth World 

Cup. She’s one of eight Manchester City 
players from this season’s FA Cup and 
League Cup-winning side who will feature 
for England. City’s move to become the 
first team to make all their women players 
full-time professionals back in 2014 has 
clearly paid off.

Despite having been in the set-up for five 
years, Scott’s appreciation for the small 
things hasn’t waned. ‘For a while, I kept 
telling reporters, “I can’t believe that my kit 
gets washed,”’ she recalls. ‘I also get sent three 
or four pairs of boots when the new colours 
are released, but I remember a time when 
one pair used to have to last me two years.

‘In the early stages of my career, I was 
working at Gateshead College and 
travelling to Merseyside to train with 
Everton. I’d grab whatever food I could find 
at the services.’ It’s a far cry from the daily 

it sounds, it really is like going away with your 
best mates and representing your country.  
It gives me goosebumps just saying it.’

There’s no doubt attitudes towards 
women’s football are shifting; Nike recently 
unveiled bespoke kits, whereas in the  
past women were often left with hand- 
me-downs. Brands such as Lucozade and 
Boots have also secured partnerships with 
the national team. But these players have 
been involved in the game long enough  
to have experienced its struggles with 
gender discrimination first-hand. ‘Once,  
I was given a man of the match award,’ 
remembers Scott. ‘I didn’t want them to 
change it because it would make it look  
like I only got it because I was a girl.’

There is, evidently, still a way to go; 
women’s football still lags behind the men’s 
game when it comes to support, consistent 
media coverage and financial rewards. 
‘We’re not asking for more money, we’re 
just asking to be treated in a way that is 
more respectful so that young girls can 
aspire to be footballers,’ adds Telford. 

Success this summer should do that, as 
the game is propelled to new heights; from 
selling out the biggest stadiums to women’s 
football filling primetime spots on TV. 

‘I remember the days when I would  
be playing in front of people walking  
their dogs and that was it,’ Telford adds. 
‘Nowadays, we are playing on better pitches, 
in better stadiums and fans are starting to 
fill them. I still think it’s crazy that people 
pay to come and watch us play football and 
do something we love.’
The BBC will show all Women’s World Cup 
matches live, starting with France v S Korea 
on Friday 7 June, 8pm, BBC One
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Midfielder Jill Scott 
plays for Manchester 
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